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American Statistical Association

732 North Washington Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314 USA
(703) 684-1221  ●  Fax: (703) 683-2307  ●  Email: asainfo@amstat.org

Web site: http://www.amstat.org/
Dear Dr. Bishop,

On behalf of the American Statistical Association (ASA), I am pleased to offer support for the excellent work of the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching toward this initiative to strengthen pathways to and through college mathematics in community colleges. I also wish to express appreciation for the opportunity to offer feedback on the preliminary work of the Carnegie Foundation and the Charles A. Dana Center at The University of Texas at Austin on the Statway component of the initiative. 
The ASA put together a review group consisting prominent statisticians, statistics educators, authors of the Guidelines for Assessment and Instruction in Statistics Education (GAISE) Report and members of the ASA Committee on Statistics in Two-Year Colleges. Members of the group included Martha Aliaga, Carolyn Cuff, Beth Chance, Jacquelin Dietz, Chris Franklin, Rob Gould, Katherine Halvorsen, Julie Hanson, Sterling Hilton, Sue Schou, Milo Schield, Mary Sullivan and Jessica Utts. The group synthesized their recommendations for this one year program that includes both developmental level algebra and introductory statistics and provided them in the online survey. A narrative containing additional suggestions and comments is attached there.

The ASA is pleased to offer its endorsement of the Statway sequence .  We are pleased by the attention given to supporting community college students advance their career goals in areas such as allied health or public safety or continue their education in non-STEM fields.  We are enthusiastic about the goals and objectives that, for the most part, echo similar objectives in the GAISE.  We are excited by the prospect of large numbers of two-year college students learning statistics from a course based on these solid foundations. 

Thank you for the opportunity to partner with you on this important project.   We look forward to continued collaboration.

Sincerely,
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Ron Wasserstein, Executive Director

