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Statement on Higher Education Funding in California

1. To meet the needs of California, public higher education requires both predictability and adequacy in its funding.
a. Why is it important to fund higher education predictably?

i. Colleges and universities make long-term commitments to students and employers to provide degree and other programs. Given these commitments, both phasing out programs and embarking on new programs can take several years. Colleges and universities also make long-term commitments to the faculty and staff who support these programs.
ii. Short term, precipitous budget cuts make higher education less cost-effective. Realistically, the main short-term budget reduction strategy available to campuses is to cancel sections of courses taught by part-time faculty. This strategy usually results in a higher cost per student taught.
b. Why is it important to fund higher education adequately?

i. The University of California, the California State University, and the California Community Colleges provide the vast majority of skilled workers for the state—from manufacturing plants and doctors’ offices to laboratories and boardrooms. Inadequate funding diminishes the systems’ capacity to meet California’s work force needs. 
ii. Maintenance of quality, as reflected in national and international accreditation standards, requires adequate resources. Accreditation and outside program reviews are indicating an erosion of quality in California public higher education.
iii. While co-curricular activities and new learning modalities are important components of many students’ collegiate experience, the single most important component of that experience takes place in the classroom, the laboratory, and in instructors’ offices. Maintaining an appropriate student-faculty ensures that students have the necessary access to their instructors and receive sufficient and timely developmental feedback during the learning process.

iv. Adequate funding is necessary to support learning in the 21st Century. Access to up-to-date technology and information resources is necessary to support learning. The overall physical environment of a campus is also important for the learning and development of our students.
v. Unfortunately, programs and resources to support the co-curricular development of our students has often been a casualty of budget reductions. It is important that our students develop in all areas: intellectually, socially, physically, emotionally and ethically.
vi. Finally, California has a duty to provide a high quality educational experience to all deserving and capable students, regardless of their economic circumstances. When access, affordability, and quality are diminished, those who beat the brunt of the impact are those who have the fewest alternatives.

2. The citizens of California can expect that the systems of public higher education will deliver value for the resources expended. Our colleges and universities can be expected to:
a. Enhance the basic and higher-order skills of their students.

b. Produce graduates who have mastered their subject areas.
c. Increase the civic knowledge and commitment of their students.
d. Foster the ethical development and commitment of their students.
e. Graduate students who have a commitment to life-long learning and personal development.
f. Provide students with the skills and knowledge to function in a multi-cultural and global society.
g. Engage in applied research which directly benefits state and community organizations and their social, cultural and economic well-being.
h. Conduct basic research which ultimately will benefit every aspect of society.
i. Be centers for community enrichment, providing
i. continuing education and training;

ii. programs supporting the physical, intellectual and social development of children and adults;

iii. cultural and entertainment activities; and

iv. venues for activities and events.
