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2011 ICAS Legislative Day & Meeting Minutes (DRAFT)

Monday, April 25, 2011

8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

State Capitol, Committee Room 115

Sacramento, CA 95814


In Attendance

CCC: Jane Patton, Michelle Pilati, Richard Mahon, David Morse, Beth Smith
CSU: James Postma, Kevin Baaske, Diana Guerin, John Tarjan
UC: Daniel Simmons, Robert Anderson, Jonathan Alexander, David Kay
Staff

CCC: Julie Adams, Katey Lewis

UC: Martha Winnacker
I.
Welcome and Chair’s Announcements 

Chair Patton welcomed ICAS members to the meeting and legislative day at 8:53 a.m. Patton spoke about the format of the meeting, which included ICAS business items, legislative visits in committee room 115, and legislative office visits in the afternoon. ICAS members then brainstormed potential talking points for the legislative visits.. 

II.
Visit with Seija Virtanen, Consultant with the Senate Budget Committee and Staff 
to Senator Mark Leno

ICAS members met with guest Seija Virtanen in committee room 115 from 9:00 – 9:30 a.m. 
III.
Visit with Martin Radosevich, Legislative Director to Senator Michael Rubio

ICAS members met with guest Martin Radosevich in committee room 115 from 9:40 – 10:10 a.m.

IV.
Consent Calendar


Approval of the Agenda


Approval of the February 10, 2011 Meeting Minutes

By consensus, ICAS members approved the consent calendar with a minor edit to the February 10, 2011 meeting minutes.

V.
Visit with Jennifer Louie, Education Staff to Senator Sharon Runner 

Members met with guest Jennifer Louie in committee room 115 from 10:20 – 10:50 a.m.

VI.
Legislation and Advocacy

A. Members will discuss legislation of interest to ICAS.

ICAS members reviewed a list of bills pertaining to higher education.

B. Members will discuss talking points for visiting legislative offices.

Members discussed talking points previously under item I. 

C. Members will discuss the development of an advocacy toolkit and letter.

Krabacher and Smith asked about the purpose of the letter and ICAS members confirmed that the letter is to accompany the advocacy toolkit for local faculty. The letter and advocacy toolkit will be distributed to the field in an effort to educate faculty about the budget implications and ultimately support a grassroots type of advocacy movement. Adams explained that an advocacy page has been created on the ICAS website. It was suggested to potentially track legislative hearings on the advocacy website page. ICAS members discussed what should be included in the letter, including tips and strategies for local advocacy efforts and flexibility with funding reductions.

Action Items:

· Krabacher and Smith will work on drafting the advocacy letter and will distribute to ICAS members for review.

· Adams to send a copy of the FACCC grassroots advocacy packet to Smith. 

· CCC Senate Office to post the list of legislators on the ICAS website and add missing colleges to the list.

VII.
Transfer Update 


C-ID

Pilati provided ICAS members with an update of recent C-ID activities. She reported that the third Transfer Model Curriculum (TMC) vetting period recently concluded for Administration of Justice, Early Childhood Education, Geology, History, Physics and Theatre. These groups will meet via conference call in the near future to review feedback and finalize a TMC for their discipline. Four disciplines have finalized TMCs – Sociology, Communications, Psychology and Mathematics. Postma noted that the TMC process is “inverted” because the TMC references specific courses with C-ID numbers, but the discipline groups are still working on developing some course descriptors. The discipline groups are being encouraged to develop the most critical descriptors in parallel with the TMCs. Group four disciplines are currently vetting, including Art History, Biology, Business, Chemistry, Kinesiology, Political Science and Studio Art. Disciplines still working on a draft TMC include CIS, Music, Liberal Studies (Teacher Preparation), Accounting and Economics. ICAS members were encouraged to visit the C-ID website to review the TMCs and draft descriptors, along with signing up for the discipline listservs.


SB 1440

ICAS members discussed SB 1440 and were updated on current conversations. The SB 1440 Oversight Committee has been discussing administrative challenges like priority admissions. The work and implications of SB 1440 and the transfer degree are now reaching the CSU faculty, particularly the upper division faculty. Baaske explained that between 18 and 20 CSU campuses have accepted the first three finalized TMCs, meaning that a given CSU campus can graduate a student who has completed a TMC-aligned degree in 60 units. Progress has been made with SB 1440 implementation and the process has adapted to challenges and changes. Members spoke about the American institution course requirements for GE and that discipline faculty at the CSU might be able to ask for a waiver to eliminate these requirements to allow for more flexibility for SB 1440 degrees. Pilati distributed a report titled Implementing Statewide Transfer and Articulation Reform by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

UC transfer efforts were then discussed. The UC convened five discipline groups to discuss transfer preparation and the written report from these meetings should be available in the near future. The next step for these UC disciplines groups is to have them meet again and review the TMCs in their areas and develop commentary. The UC hopes to convene two additional groups, Physics and Sociology, and have them review the finalized TMCs. Ultimately, the commentary will make it clear to students whether or not completing the TMC for their discipline would be acceptable for the UC. It was proposed that the UC faculty groups meet with the C-ID FDRGs

Action Items: 

· The UC Academic Senate will see if the UC discipline leads can meet with the FDRG leads and will contact the CCC Academic Senate office for contact information.

IB and AP Credit

Members previously discussed issues regarding IB and AP credit during item IV. A.


Appropriate Use of Course Outline of Records (CoRs)

Members reviewed the draft letters regarding the use of CoRs. Members discussed the purpose of the letters, which were developed in response to CCC faculty concerns when university professors request syllabi for articulation purposes. Smith spoke about the difference between syllabi and a CoR. This issue was discussed at the last ICAS meeting and the letters were developed in response. Postma explained that many faculty will have no context for this letter and he recommended sending the letter directly to CSU and UC department chairs. A related issue that might happen in the future is that some CCC CoRs do not have descriptions of labs. In addition, it was suggested that some elements of online course delivery and student testing course create a quality control issue. The CCC Academic Senate’s position is that articulation is based on the CoR, and these CoRs do not specify how the course is delivered. Members suggested changes. ICAS members were asked to send additional feedback to Kay and Smith. 

Action Items:

· Kay and Smith will review the letters, consider feedback and will send a final draft to the three chairs for signature.
VIII.
Working Lunch and Reports from Senate Chairs


Daniel Simmons, Chair, Academic Senate UC

Simmons reported that the primary focus for the UC is the budget and a five-year plan is being developed for the UC. Simmons spoke about the UCOP’s adoption of a funding stream proposal and budget allocations to UC campuses. The Gates Foundation has funded a pilot program for a distance education project and Simmons spoke about borrowing money to fund this activity. Admissions have been an interesting issue for the UC, and UC President Yudof would like all of the UC campuses to transition to a holistic review process. Simmons concluded his report with a note about UC pensions.


James Postma, Chair, Academic Senate CSU

Postma spoke about three central initiatives for the CSU: graduation, early start, and SB 1440. All initiatives are moving forward; however, budget cuts directly contradict the goals of these programs. Postma noted that CSU has piloted several distance education courses, which have demonstrated that offering courses online do not necessary save money, but just add more coverage. Distance education courses do not solve remediation issues – the students who have learned to learn are the most successful in distance education courses. Postma concluded his report by explaining that the CSU has not had a faculty trustee for the past two years, but new appointments were recently sent to the Governor’s office. 

Jane Patton, President, Academic Senate CCC

Patton spoke about the recent CCC Spring Plenary Session, resolutions, and election results. She then discussed the Little Hoover Commission, which is focusing on community colleges. Patton will be testifying at an upcoming hearing, during which questions regarding governance and increasing multi-college districts will be raised. Patton has spent a great deal of time on SB 1440 implementation and she discussed a bill passed by Senator Carol Liu regarding accountability and performance based funding. 

 IX.
Sandra Fried, Consultant to the Assembly Higher Education Committee 


Members met with guest Sandra Fried in committee room 115 from 1:10 – 1:40 p.m.

X.
Common Core Standards

Patton distributed copies of three reports to inform this item and briefly summarized the issues. California has agreed to participate in the ACHIEVE project. Faculty will need to pay attention to this project and create committees to track the work and outcomes. 

XI.
Acceleration, Distance Learning, Modularization, and Pedagogy

ICAS members discussed issues regarding acceleration, distance learning and modularization. Patton asked Morse to define these concepts and describe the pressures that the three segments are experiencing in regards to these issues. Morse explained that the term acceleration is ambiguous and can be used to mean various approaches. Morse discussed the annotated bibliography he assembled, which lists article and research regarding student exit points, sequence of courses, college readiness, student dropout rates and other topics. Members then discussed the proposed Statway curriculum. The community colleges can often face frustration because the colleges are open access, and some students begin five levels behind college level mathematics, but the community colleges feel pressure for not having enough graduates or students completing in a timely manner. Postma explained that the CSU math faculty approved the presented Statway curriculum. Community college members raised concerns particularly that the social sciences, economics and other faculty will not have prepared students. Morse explained that ICAS will ultimately have to accept or reject the Statway curriculum and provide this recommendation to the IGETC subcommittee. 

Mahon then discussed draft ICAS white papers that were developed last year. The common course numbering and transfer white paper will need significant revisions and updates because of the progress of SB 1440 and C-ID. It was recommended that the top of every page list the date the paper was last updated. Members then discussed the next steps for the ICAS white papers:

· Reformat the papers so the look is standardized and the layout is consistent.

· Add more details about ICAS in the footer.

· End each paper with a conclusion statement and make it clear if an issue is being supported or not supported by ICAS.

· Make the papers succinct 

Action Items

· Morse to send the paper template to Adams and Mahon. Winnacker and Guerin also offered to assist with the papers. Work will take place to update the papers and put them into a standardized format.
· ICAS members to send comments to Mahon regarding the development of distance education and full-time faculty papers.

· The goal is to have the papers presented for adoption at the June 2011 ICAS meeting.

XII.
Visit with Ana Rodriguez, Higher Education Policy Analyst for Lt. Governor Gavin 


Newsom

Members met with guest Ana Rodriguez from 2:40 – 3:00 p.m. in committee room 115.

XIII. 
Legislative Office Visits

Groups of ICAS members visited the following legislative offices from 3 – 5 p.m.:

Senator Joe Simitian
Assemblymember Marty Block
Senator Mark Wyland
Assemblymember Tim Donnelly
Assemblymember Katcho Achadjian

Assemblymember Paul Fong

Senator Carol Liu

Senator Curren Price

Senator Loni Hancock

Respectfully submitted by:

Katey Lewis, ASCCC Program Specialist
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