Attachment for Item X – Potential Alignment of IGETC and GE Breadth

IGETC/GE-Breadth Comparison

By John Tarjan—Note: Assumptions implicit in the questions to be asked 

reflect the author’s views, not Senate nor CSU positions.

1. Grade Minimums

a. Difference: IGETC requires a minimum grade of “C” for each course. GE-Breadth does not.
b. Question: Would this be an appropriate requirement for GE-Breadth? 
2. Certification of Coursework for Transfer Students

a. Difference: GE-Breadth is certified by Area, IGETC in its entirety.

b. Question: Should IGETC allow area certification?

3. Oral Communication

a. Difference: Only required of CSU transfers.

b. Question: Should UC students be required to demonstrate proficiency in this area?

4. Composition Intensive Critical Thinking

a. Difference: IGETC requires this course to be composition intensive.

b. Question: Should the GE-Breadth course be composition intensive and less focused on formal and informal logic?

5. Area E

a. Difference: Only required in GE-Breadth.

b. Questions: Should this requirement be retained as a system rather than a campus requirement? If so, should it remain as a lower-division GE requirement? 

6. Language Other Than English (equivalent of 2 years of HS study)
a. Required only for UC transfers.

b. Question: Should this also be required for CSU transfers?

7. US History and Government 

a. Difference: Required only for CSU transfers.

b. Questions: Should a difference in requirements be retained?

8. Approved Course List

a. Difference: The GE-Breadth list is more extensive. All courses on the IGETC list are included in the GE-Breadth list but not vice-versa.

b. Questions: Should alignment of these lists be explored? If so, what would be the mechanism for alignment? What group would maintain the approved list and approve course submissions?

