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Paying More for Less 
California’s young people understand the benefits of higher education.  One in three high school students complete the “a-g” course pattern required for admission to the California State University (CSU) and University of California (UC), and more are completing calculus and passing advanced placement tests.  Despite their hard work, the critical importance of postsecondary education for the 21st century economy, and the large majority of parents who agree that college education is necessary for success, California high school students are increasingly less likely to enroll at CSU or UC.  According to a recently released Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC) report, Defunding Higher Education, enrollment rates at CSU and UC have declined by 20% over the past five years. Now, fewer than 18 percent of high school graduates enroll at CSU or UC. The decline is even greater among the most highly prepared high school graduates.
Just as record numbers of students are graduating from high school and meeting CSU and UC admissions standards, State funding for California’s public colleges and universities has been cut dramatically.  The $1.8 billion cut to our public colleges were the largest faced by any state government function last year. If Proposition 30 fails, the CSU and UC systems will each face another $250 million cut, bringing the total to about 40% since the State’s disinvestment began in 2007-08. Community colleges have faced a similar cut. 
To help fill the hole, our young people and their families, particularly those from middle income families, have been asked to shoulder a much higher tuition burden. Since 2007-08, CSU tuition has increased __%, from $__ to $__ per year and UC tuition and fees have increased about 75%, from $7,517 to $13.181. Both the CSU Board of Trustees and the UC Regents have indicated that additional, significant fee hikes are if Proposition 30 fails.  . Of course, in addition to tuition, students and their families pay for books, fees, and housing. The annual cost for students attending CSU is estimated at $______; for UC, $31,700______.  
Unfortunately, even these large tuition increases have not totally offset state funding cuts. To manage the cuts, CSU has decreased enrollment by nearly 30,000, increased class size, and eliminated state support of summer classes at most campuses.  CSU also raised eligibility criteria to address the smaller number of students being funded by the state,  denying admission to thousands of eligible students, and dramatically reduced the mid-year transfer admission path  for California Community College students.  At UC, enrollment has declined 7%, or 2,600 students per year.  Increasingly, students applying to UC are not admitted to their campuses of choice, but are instead referred to a campus they do not want to attend. Students fortunate enough to be admitted are finding it more difficult to get into the classes they need to graduate, dealing with much larger class sizes and reduced library hours, and having less opportunity for face time with ladder rank faculty. 
Quality is under assault. California’s students are paying more for their higher education, but getting less. 
Students turned away by the CSU and UC can turn to California’s community colleges, which cannot refuse students. Here, students will find increasing class sizes and reduced course offerings. (More on cuts to community colleges and impact on students).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our young people are seeking careers in education, healthcare, engineering and technology, business, agriculture, and media arts, and other fields that contribute to our state’s economy. Over the past several years, we have broken our promise to California’s young people—the future leaders of California— of access to affordable, quality higher education in return for hard work and playing by the rules in high school.  Bright young Californians are being turned away from public higher education, and many are leaving the state.  Those who stay are paying more and getting less. We need to restore California’s promise to the next generation and invest in our economy. Voting yes on Proposition 30 is a first step.
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