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Intersegmental Committee of Academic Senates (ICAS): 
Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC)  
Standards Committee

Monday, May 10, 2010 9-11 am • Unapproved Minutes

Members present: Thea Labrenz, Richard Mahon (chair), Estela Narrie, Ken O'Donnell, Harry Powell, Dawn Sheibani 

Members unavailable: Bob Quinn; John Tarjan
Guest: Elizabeth Atondo (who will take Estela’s place in 2010-11).
The meeting began at 9:05

I.
The agenda was approved by consensus

II.
The minutes of March 15, 2010 and April 24, 2010 were approved by consensus

III.
ICAS Update, common GE:  Richard summarized the ICAS discussion of April 26, 2010 on the desirability of moving IGETC and CSU Breadth closer together. Richard noted that he had emphasized the committee’s view that the state already has a common GE pattern (IGETC) and that the question before ICAS was whether students educational needs are best served by IGETC in its current form, and whether it would be improved by the inclusion of some of the CSU elements (U.S. history and government at the college level, oral communication).  Richard noted the lack of consensus expressed in the CIAC breakout Ken and Dawn had conducted about “what to do next” with common GE.  Richard also noted the observation he’d made to ICAS that the question of what students should know is broader than the special expertise of the IGETC Standards committee and would require ICAS to appoint a broader group of faculty—whose discussion should certainly be informed about the likely impact on students the IGETC Standards committee can provide.  

Richard noted that the ICAS discussion of greater GE alignment was eclipsed a bit by discussion of SB 1440 and that ICAS finally concluded to revisit GE question the issue early in the fall.
IV. 
IGETC Standards 1.2:  The committee reviewed the various edits Estela provided to the committee based on discussions throughout the year. There was agreement on the desirability of creating an appendix on “pass along” courses for the IGETC Standards.  Although the Feb. 4, 2010 presentation to ICAS suggested that the committee would bring back “pass along” new language and guidelines about how to apply the language, the committee felt strongly that it would be preferable to add the language to the IGETC Standards now and to wait a year to develop the guideline language on the basis of the questions that arise from the field. Subject to subsequent review of language on AP scores, the committee voted to forward IGETC Standards 1.2 to the June 9, 2010 ICAS meeting for review and potential approval (M/S/C Powell/O’Donnell).

The committee expressed its great appreciation to Estela for acting as editor of the Standards for the past two years and wondered if she would be willing to continue on informally as document editor.  Harry noted the great value the committee derives from members who have longer institutional memory and noted the fact that Estela had been part of the original group would make her ongoing participation very valuable. Richard suggested that next year’s chair could organize agendas so that Estela need only be present for discussion of actual language changes. There was general agreement this would be desirable and the committee encourages next year’s chair to include Estela in committee communications. 
V.
Tasks to recommend to the committee for 2010-11:  Members identified two issues to recommend to next year’s committee.  (1) Drafting appendix language to guide the application of new flexibility for “pass along” courses.  (2) Review the Standards language and courses that are eligible to meet the English/Critical Thinking requirement.

At this point it appears the AOs and segment system reps to the committee are clear, with the ICAS members yet to be determined.  Both Harry and John will rotate off of ICAS. Richard indicated that he will remain on ICAS but he will not necessarily continue as committee chair. 
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The meeting adjourned at 10:15
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