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January 22-23, 2009
Opposing Restrictions on Educational Exchanges with Cuba

1.
RESOLVED:  That the Academic Senate of California State University (CSU) reaffirm its commitment to freedom of inquiry and exchange of ideas across cultural and national boundaries; and be it further
2.
RESOLVED:  That Academic Senate CSU affirm its strong opposition to restrictions imposed on educational travel to Cuba by the U.S. Department of Treasury, which act as obstacles to freedom of inquiry and exchange of ideas between the people of Cuba and the United States; and be it further
3.
RESOLVED:   That the Academic Senate CSU encourage Chancellor Reed, the Board of Trustees, campus presidents, and campus senates to call for lifting all restrictions on educational exchanges with Cuba; and be it further
4.
RESOLVED:   That this resolution be forwarded to California Congressional delegation, the Office of the President of the United States.
RATIONALE:  Following almost fifty years of political hostility and economic embargo and restrictions on contacts between U.S. and Cuban citizens, our nations suffer from a deep misunderstanding and mistrust of each other’s cultures and intentions.  Restrictions on educational travel to Cuba have prevented our universities and academic communities from developing sustainable cultural and educational exchanges with Cuba to improve and broaden political understanding and cultural appreciation among our nations.
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